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- Culturally Relevant Pedagogy
• It is a term created by Gloria Ladson-Billings (1994) to describe “a 

pedagogy that 
• empowers students intellectually, socially, emotionally, and politically
• by using cultural referents to impart knowledge, skills, and attitudes.” 

• Participating in culturally relevant teaching essentially means that 
teachers 
• create a bridge between students’ home and school live, 
• while still meeting the expectations of the district and state curricular 

requirements.
• It utilizes the backgrounds, knowledge, and experiences of the 

students to inform the teacher’s lessons and methodology.
• It assumes that culture is central to student learning.
• It recognizes, respect, and uses students’ identities and 

backgrounds as meaningful sources.





• It encompasses the theoretical (learning theory like 
behaviorism or constructivism) or interpretive framework 
(research-based practices), or philosophical values on which I 
stand as a teacher (why?).
• It may provide the lens through which I construct, conduct, 

reflect (how?) on my teaching (what?).
• It builds who I am as a teacher (teacher identity) (who?), and 

I come back to it again and again (when?).
•We may consider or may have considered Culturally 

Relevant Pedagogy as the pedagogical framework.

- Pedagogy



- Mathematics Identity
• The dispositions and deeply held beliefs that students develop about 

their ability to participate and perform effectively in mathematics 
contexts and to use mathematics in powerful ways across the 
contexts of their lives.

Reference
Aguirre, J., Mayfield-Ingram, K., & Martin, D. B. (2013). The Impact of 

Identity in K-8 Mathematics Learning and Teaching: Rethinking 
Equity-based Practices, p. 14. 
https://pubs.nctm.org/display/book/9780873538565/9780873538565.xml

https://pubs.nctm.org/display/book/9780873538565/9780873538565.xml


General Questions to Keep in Mind:

• How does or could culturally relevant pedagogy look like in my 
classroom?
• How will culturally relevant methods and strategies affect or will 

affect my teaching, lesson planning, learning environment?
• What are the benefits for my students (pre-service teachers) if they 

learn and know these methods and strategies?



A. My Family Pizza Sharing Challenge (5 minutes)

• Assume that your family goes out to eat pizza at a restaurant.
• As a family, you buy pizza to share between the members of your family in 

attendance.
1. Who will most likely be there? How many members of your family 

would be present for this treat? Who are they?
2. Considering the people who will attend this occasion, what size(s) of 

pizza and how many of them would your family buy?
___ small ___ medium ___ large 

3. How would you share the pizza in a fair manner? 
Explain the considerations that you made in your decision. 

4. What considerations did you take into account in your decision?



B. Considerations Related to Culturally Relevant Pedagogy 
• Would you make any changes to the Family Pizza Sharing 

Challenge? Explain
• What issues do you anticipate?
o As a K-8 student:
o As a K-8 teacher:
• Are there any culturally relevant challenges to My Family Pizza 

Sharing Challenge? Explain.
• What should teachers do in this situation—continue using the 

problem with visible discomfort or seek an alternative?
• Discussion of your responses to the My Family Pizza Sharing 

Challenge and culturally relevant pedagogical challenges.



Reference:
New America (n.d.). Culturally Responsive Education 

Resources for Federal, State, and Local Stakeholders.
https://www.newamerica.org/education-
policy/collections/culturally-responsive-education/

Are any of these 8 
competencies 
addressed by the 
Family Pizza 
Challenge ?

https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/collections/culturally-responsive-education/


General Question to Keep in Mind:
We will come back to this questions at the end:

• How does or could culturally relevant pedagogy look like in my 
classroom?
• How will culturally relevant methods and strategies affect or will 

affect my teaching, lesson planning, learning environment?
• What are the benefits for my students (pre-service teachers) if they 

learn and know these methods and strategies?



Reference:
Benner, D. (2018, October 15). Five 

Culturally-Responsive Instructional 
Strategies. TechNotes. 
https://blog.tcea.org/culturally-
responsive-strategies/

https://blog.tcea.org/culturally-responsive-strategies/


•This diagram 
shows the place 
of Culturally 
Relevant 
Pedagogy within 
other 
pedagogical 
frameworks.



Final Thoughts
• If you want to achieve lasting change, I have 
learned through my personal and professional 
experiences that you have to make learning 
experiences communal, and 
• if you want to make change relevant and 

impactful, you have to make learning personal. 
•However, if you want significant change, you 
need to make learning both communal and 
personal.

(Enrique Ortiz, work in progress)
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