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MATH WITH “BAD” WORDS (& PHRASES) 

Bad Word: “FOIL” AcJvity  
 
How do the area diagrams in these tasks support student learning?  
 
6th grade – Source IllustraJve MathemaJcs 
 

 
 
7th grade – Source: IllustraJve MathemaJcs 
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MATH WITH “BAD” WORDS (& PHRASES) 

Algebra 1 - Source: IllustraJve MathemaJcs 
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MATH WITH “BAD” WORDS (& PHRASES) 

Algebra 2 - Source: IllustraJve MathemaJcs 
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MATH WITH “BAD” WORDS (& PHRASES) 

Bad Word “Cancel” AcJvity 
 
Complete the mathemaJcal work, then name the operaJon used to rewrite the expression 

Simplify 
8𝑦!(𝑦 − 2)

2𝑦(𝑦 + 1)(𝑦 − 2) 

 

 

Solve 
2𝑥+𝑦 =15 
3𝑥–𝑦 =5 

 

 

Solve 
√𝑥 + 2 = 5 

 
 

 

Solve 
2𝑥 + 6 = 18 

 
 

 

Solve   
𝑥
3 = 6 

 

 

Simplify 
 

4𝑥! + 	6𝑥 − 6𝑥 + 24	
 
 

 

Simplify 
8𝑥

12𝑥"𝑦 

 

 

Solve 
 

sin 𝑥 =
𝜋
2 
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MATH WITH “BAD” WORDS (& PHRASES) 

Bad word “Cross MulJply” AcJvity 
 
Task A: Propor%ons as equivalent Frac%ons 
 
Find x, by thinking of finding equivalent fracJons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task B: Propor%ons as solving equa%ons  
 
 
Find x by solving the equaJon by using inverse operaJons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

𝑥
7 =

15
21	

𝑥
7 =

15
21	
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MATH WITH “BAD” WORDS (& PHRASES) 

Bad Phrase “Move the Decimal” AcJvity  
 
 
Task 1: Rewrite 3.45 x 10-4 in standard form.  
 
 
 
If I’m ___________ (mulJplying/dividing) by a power of ten, then digits move to the _______ 
(right/lec) _______places because their place value has ________ (increased/decreased) by a 
factor of _____.  
 
 
 
Task 2: Rewrite 0.000456 in scienJfic notaJon.  
 
 

• QuesJon 1 – How much did the place value change by?  
• QuesJon 2 – Does the a value need to be bigger or smaller in standard form?  

 
 
 
 
 


