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Re-Imagining
Grading in
Math

Natalie Farrell
Charlottesville City Schools
University of Virginia
farrelni@charlottesvilleschools.org
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Why we need to look at our grading
practices as math teachers

How to take a few small steps
towards more consistent grading
practices

Ideas for moving forward and lots
of resources to check out

Tackling Grading in Math
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What would it look like if | asked you to draw a P :
representation of your grades in math from K -12? PERREL f’ﬂ\ /'. /
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I% Natalie’s Math Journey




: . Why consider grading practices? &
Talking about Grading J)Why 9 gp b

e Consistency
o Same course, different grading schemas from teacher to teacher

e Equity
1 L R o o What is included in a grade; lifting the “veil” of grading
- GCrading is subjective COMPENSATION, BUT y”/
COMMUNICATION." °
- R.WORMELI

Learning gaps
=> Grading is personal o Students need additional support returning from 2020-2022 school years

e Disconnect between grades and assessments

> T
Grades are Used for communication o End of year scores/assessments do not match student’s grades

- Grading is often connected to our beliefs about teaching and learning o[ Pludent strass

o Student focus on collecting points vs learning
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éWhere to Start
“The way we grade should

motivate students to achieve s | Alignmont
SuUcCcCessS, Support (o | growth o Between teachers, PLCs, the department, the school, the division?
mindset qnd give students e Focus on grading what students Know, Understand, and can Do
?
Opportunities for redem ption.” o Eliminate extraneous factors in grades (behavior, extra credit, etc.)

e Let grades represent hope
Joe Feldman, Grading for Equity
o Take zeros out of grades; don't let students opt out of learning

~
“ o Allow retakes and additional time to continue learning
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Standards-Based Grading
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What if we scored students based on

their performance towards the
standards? (3:5)
The premise is that if we know exactly .
where students are in the progression of

learning, we can provide them corrective

feedback, in order to move them all + 0 3 T 7

towards the goal.
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Example: Middle School

Learning Goal: Solve two-step linear equations in one variable. (7.12)

ENEPFTEY

Success Criteria:
e | can solve one-step linear equations in one variable.
e | can apply properties of real numbers and properties of equality to solve two-step linear
equations in one variable.
e | can confirm algebraic solutions to linear equations in one variable
Rubric: 4 | Conceptual understanding/Mastery of skills
3 | Some errors - needs corrective feedback
2 | Many errors - needs instruction

1 Incomplete - needs additional instruction

O | No attempt




% \o:o/o/ d‘\t%;\{h(m»
_)Resources for Inspiration ~
Grading Experts Articles, videos, websites to explore

» e Rick Wormeli e ALL Things Standards-Based
o Accountabilit;

e Ken O'Connor Grading
o ARepair Kit for Gradin e Re-learn and Reassess- Practical
e Dr. Tom Guskey Tios

o Zero Alternatives

e Are all zeros created equally?
e Dr. Susan Brookhart

o 8 Essential Principles for ® Reporting Student Learning
Improving Grading (Wormeli & O'Connor)

e Joe Feldman

] . e The Evidence-Backed Grader
o Beyond Grading for Equity (@



https://www.rickwormeli.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OrUb68kAB9zWRgxxA7pWVy7uBUgu9Kjx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.oconnorgrading.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Repair-Kit-Grading-Broken-Discussion/dp/1733239073
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iAZOVy5a8CISsIZWAfdkkgAk3nWzVQsL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/eight-essential-principles-for-improving-grading
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/eight-essential-principles-for-improving-grading
https://gradingforequity.org/
https://kappanonline.org/standards-based-grading-equity-reform-feldman/
http://mctownsley.net/standards-based-grading/
http://mctownsley.net/standards-based-grading/
https://www.amle.org/re-learning-and-re-assessing-practical-tips/
https://www.amle.org/re-learning-and-re-assessing-practical-tips/
https://www.youtubeeducation.com/watch?v=adzARR3vjdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yeu6hHX18EDydfCQ8DF5HpBc8qpI65pF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.edutopia.org/article/the-evidence-backed-grader/

